
  

 

Technological Empowerment for VET trainers. An Open Educational Resource 
(OER)  

to train VET trainers in the design and use of m-learning methodologies. 

 

 

 
 

 

Tutorial Pinterest  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

                                 2015-1-ES01-KA202-015903 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile-Tech Project 

2015-1-ES01-KA202-015903 

 

Pinterest is a free website that allows users upload, save, sort, and manage images - known 

as pins - and other media content (e.g., videos) through collections known as pinboards. 

 
 

Sign up for Pinterest 

1. Go to Pinterest.com and click Create Account. 

2. Use your Facebook or Twitter login information, or simply use a valid email address to 

sign up.  

 
 

3. Once you’ve created a profile and username, it will ask you to follow five boards. 

Simply find five topics or categories that are of interest to you and hit follow. (You can 

always unfollow later).  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile-Tech Project 

2015-1-ES01-KA202-015903 

4. Go to your email and verify your account. Now you are ready to pin! 

 

 

Your Pinterest Profile 

1. Before you get too far, you’ll want to fill out your profile. If you are using this account 

primarily for educational purposes, make sure to use your school email address, plus 

any websites or blogs you have attached to your classroom. 

2. In the top right hand side of the screen, click on the arrow next to your name. Click on 

settings. Fill out all the information in the screen and click save.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Mobile-Tech Project 

2015-1-ES01-KA202-015903 

3. Once you hit save, go back to the top of the screen and click directly on your name. 

Now you will see your profile AS OTHERS SEE IT. It’s time to set up your boards! 

 

 

Setting Up Boards 

Boards are a great way to organize and categorize the things you love from the Internet. As a 

teacher, you are probably continuing scouring the web for new ideas, gadgets, tips, and tricks 
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to make your classroom more inviting and your lessons more exciting. Pinterest will keep all of 

these snippets in one place and at the same time, will be available to other teachers who 

might benefit from your research and ideas. You in turn, will benefit from theirs as well. 

 

1. Click on your name and go to your profile. 

 

2. Here is what your page looks like without any boards.  

 

 

3. Hover over the “create a board” link and click on Create a Board. Here’s where you 

need to have thought through how you’d like to organize your materials. For example, 

you might have a board called, “lesson ideas, classroom gadgets, education 

philosophy, great edblogs, fun projects, teaching humor, etc.” Name your board and 

select the proper category it belongs in. This will help other people find it more easily.  
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4. Continue creating boards until all your topics are covered. Now we need to find some 

things to pin. 

 
 
Pinning “Stuff” from the web 

There are two main ways people find useful educational resources to pin. First, you may be on 

the Internet reading a great news article or blog (like this one!) and decide, “I want to keep this 

for future reference.” In most cases, the website will have a pin it button right on their site. All 

you have to do is hit the “pin it” button and another window will open. You choose the board 

you want to put it on, add a comment, and hit pin. Notice the Open Colleges pin it button is on 

the left near Facebook and Twitter. 

http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/teacher-resources/
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But what happens if the website you are viewing does not have a pin it button? You have two 

options. You can upload the website manually (which isn’t all that hard) or you can get a pin it 

bookmarklet for your Web Browser. Let’s walk through how to add the pin manually. 

1. At the top of the webpage, highlight and copy the URL address (i.e. 

http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/running-on-empty-25-tricks-to-

jumpstart-routine-lessons/) 

2. Open a new window and go to your Pinterest account. 

3. In the top right hand corner, click on +add. 

4. Choose the option add a pin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/running-on-empty-25-tricks-to-jumpstart-routine-lessons/
http://www.opencolleges.edu.au/informed/features/running-on-empty-25-tricks-to-jumpstart-routine-lessons/
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5. Paste the URL address into the bar and click find images. 

6. It will pull up all the images on the screen. Scroll through (using the arrows) until you 

find the image that you like. 

7. Choose the board you want to add it to. 

8. Describe your pin using relevant words. Keywords are important because it is a way 

for other people to find your pins. 

 

 
9. Click pin it! It will now appear on your board. 

 

If you’d rather get the Pin It bookmarklet, go to about on the top of the screen and choose Pin 

It Button. Follow the instructions and it will put a bookmark on your browser. Whenever you 

are on a website that you want to pin, click the button and it will take you through the steps. 

The second way that people pin resources….is by looking on Pinterest! Since education, food, 

and fashion are some of the hottest uses for Pinterest, there will be an ABUNDANCE of ideas 

to choose from. Let’s start looking. 

 

1. In the top left hand corner, type in a keyword that interests you. For example, you 

could try typing in math lesson ideas. 
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2. Scroll through until you find an image and description that looks interesting to you.  

 

Once you choose one, click on the image. 

 
3. This box is super important. Do you see how many follow buttons there are? Each one 

can help you follow things that are interesting to you. But first, let’s check out this pin 

more closely to see if it is something you want to keep on your own board. 

4. Click on the image again. It will take you to the website where it was found. Read 

through the site and determine whether it will benefit you. If so, go back to the 

Pinterest window and we’ll repin it. 

5. If you hover your mouse over the image, a small repin button will show up on the left 

side of the image. Click on it and it will ask you what board you want to pin it onto and 

if you want to edit the comment. 

6. Perhaps you don’t want to repin it, but you like it. Click on the like button or leave a 

comment for the original pinner.’ 
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15 Ways to Pinterest to Enhance Your Classroom 

This is the fun part. Now that you’ve gotten the hang of using Pinterest, you can create boards 

that help enrich your classroom. Here are some ideas to get you started. 

 

1. Reading boards. No matter what age or grade you teach, every teacher has a reading list 

of some kind for their students. Design a reading board on Pinterest. You can pin all the books 

that your students must read for the year, and even pin up interesting articles and websites 

that students can choose from when writing up homework assignments. 

Or, if you’d rather, pin up all the books that you have read as a class. The board can be a 

running tab or collection for other teachers and your students’ parents to look through. 

 

2. Multiple Pinners. When you create a board, you can invite other people to pin. If you are a 

high school teacher, invite your students to pin their interesting reads right onto the board too. 

All you need is the email address of your student. 

 

3. Classroom boards. For parents, a classroom board is a great way to stay connected with 

the educational process. You can create a science board, social studies board, and even a 

homework board. Use them to highlight special pieces of work from top students. 

For example, if you’ve done a science fair project on photosynthesis, upload the project 

images to a photo-sharing site and pin them. Along with the projects, pin up the resource 

websites you used during the project. For homework help, pin resource websites that connect 

with the lessons you are teaching in the classroom. 

 

4. Pin it widgets for blogs. Every day it seems that there are new WordPress plugins for 

Pinterest. If you have a teacher blog, use some of the widgets to bring your latest pins onto 

your sidebar. It’ll encourage other teachers and classroom parents to check out your boards. 
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5. Current events board. The Internet can be full of useful and useless information. If you are 

social studies teacher that likes to focus on current events, create a board where you pin the 

news stories that you’d like your students to read. This way, you can help filter out some of the 

less reliable news that they may stumble upon. 

 

6. Tweeting pins. When you find a pin you like, there is the option on the right hand side to 

tweet the pin to your followers. You can also embed it into a blog post, email it to a friend, and 

of course – like it on Facebook too! 

 

7. Lesson plan boards. Pinterest boards can be fabulous planning tools. If you are designing 

your upcoming foreign language unit, create a board to pin all your ideas for the lesson plans. 

This way, when it’s time to write it up, you can go to your board and look through all the ideas 

and access the websites quickly. 

If you share your boards with other teachers, they can also contribute to the planning by 

pinning helpful websites they have found. Pinterest allows multiple people to pin to one board, 

which is great for teacher collaboration. 

 

8. Inspiration. Teaching the same subject over and over can become boring and dull when 

you have no motivation to spice up the curriculum. Start following other educators on Pinterest 

and find inspiration in their new ideas and fresh innovative projects. You’ll have more ideas 

than you know what to do with. 

 

9. Quotes board. Sometimes students (and teachers too!) need encouragement. Start a 

quotes board on Pinterest that centres on doing your best or valuing education. These quotes 

can provide a quick pick me up when morale is low. Following other people with quotes 

boards can give you a clever saying to write up on the chalkboard each morning. 

 

10. Community boards. Do you want to get your classroom involved in community service in 

some way? Create a board that gives your students quick access to local non-profits, local 
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news, and other websites that help explain how to start a grassroots project or offer 

humanitarian aid to an impoverished area. 

 

11. Arts boards. For art teachers, you will have more ideas than you can possibly implement. 

Pin up colour wheel charts, painting tips, and the latest sculpting techniques. Create a blog to 

showcase your student’s work and pin up the end results. Connect with local artists and pin 

some of their work for inspiration. 

You can arrange your boards according to medium, so for example, you can have a board 

about painting, a board about art history, a board about collages, drawing, and sculpting. You 

can even create an ideas board and have your students pin up projects they’ve seen online 

that they’d like to recreate in the classroom. 

 

12. Research project boards. Gathering materials for a project can be overwhelming. You 

could bypass this process by giving your students a board full of resources to choose from. 

Or, if you want to teach your students about how to research, allow them to create the 

research project board and then use it for classroom discussion to evaluate what sites were 

acceptable and what ones were not. 

 

13. Using secret boards. When you create a board, there is the option to make it secret. This 

is useful if any of your parents are concerned about Internet safety. No one will be able to find 

the pins in the categories area, search results, or on individual profiles. 

 

14. Life skills or recipes boards. Home economics has never been so fun. As a life skills 

teacher, any and every project or craft or skill you can think of is on Pinterest- somewhere. 

Use it to get inspiration for your class lesson, or create your own boards according to skill (i.e. 

sewing, cooking, parenting, etc.). 

 

15. It’s important to follow good boards. For as much inspiration on Pinterest, there is also 

a lot of fluff and spam to wade through. Don’t follow just anyone. If you like a particular 

teacher’s style, consider following one board first, before following all the boards. 


